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Policy Statement 
Information literacy is an essential outcome of higher education and is foundational to academic inquiry, disciplinary practice and 
knowledge creation; It is a core institutional learning priority which supports students’ success, academic integrity, civic engagement, 
and lifelong learning. Acsenda School of Management (ASM) recognizes that information literacy extends beyond technical search 
skills and includes critical reflection, ethical engagement with information, and an understanding of power, authority and content in 
the information ecosystem. ASM further recognizes the foundational role Information literacy plays in digital literacy, as expressed by 
the BC Digital Literacy Framework.  
 
An information literate individual has the ability to reflect critically upon and evaluate their own research strategies, the tools used, 
the resources found and the context in which the resources were created. These competencies are crucial if our students are to 
function as effective members of society. 

Purpose 
This policy affirms ASM’s commitment to developing learners who can critically engage with information in complex, evolving scholarly 
and social contexts.  
 
Information-literate students graduate with the ability to: 

• Identify information needs within academic, professional and societal contexts; 

• Critically evaluate information sources for authority, relevance and purpose; 

• Understand how information is created, disseminated and valued within disciplines and communities; 

• Use information ethically, legally and responsibly; and 

• Adapt information practices to new technologies, platforms, and modes of knowledge production.  

Definition 
These definitions apply to terms as they are used in this policy. 

Word/Term Definition 
Information Literacy Association of College & Research Libraries (ACRL) defines information literacy as “ the set of 

integrated abilities encompassing the reflective discovery of information, the understanding of how 
information is produced and valued, and the use of information in creating new knowledge and 
participating ethically in communities of learning.”  

ASM Library also emphasizes the importance of critical thinking skills to information literacy, as 
outlined in ASM’s program outcomes. It further recognizes the core role information literacy plays 
in other crucial literacies including media literacy, algorithmic literacy and digital literacy. 

Related Legislation 
No current legislation exists for information literacy. This policy is guided by statements and standards set by the Association of College 
& Research Libraries (ACRL),    the Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL) and the American Library Association (ALA). 

https://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework
https://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework
https://www.carl-abrc.ca/
https://www.ala.org/
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Related Policy 
Policy Number Policy Title 
6001 Library Collection Development Policy 

Responsibilities 
Manager, Library & Instructional Services, ASM Library staff, the Program Directors, and the Senior Vice President, Academic are 
responsible for maintaining, upholding, and communicating the Information Literacy Policy. 

Coordination 
ASM Library supports faculty and curriculum so that graduates: 

• Recognise a need for information; 

• Determine the extent of information needed; 

• Access information efficiently; 

• Critically evaluate information and its sources; 

• Classify, store, manipulate and redraft information collected or generated; 

• Incorporate selected information into their knowledge base; 

• Use information effectively and ethically to learn, create new knowledge, solve problems and make decisions; 

• Understand economic, legal, social and cultural issues in the use of information; 

• Access and use information ethically and legally; 

• Use information and knowledge for participative citizenship and social responsibility; 

• Experience information literacy as part of independent learning and lifelong learning. 

ASM Library provides training in using resources, research skills and referencing to build a strong foundation in information literacy. 
Librarians also assist Faculty with training in information literacy standards, integrating standards into courses, and help support 
teaching practice. 


