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Policy Statement 
Acsenda School of Management (ASM) integrates the use of films, videos, and/or streaming media for educational, and/or 

entertainment purposes. While ASM Library does not directly facilitate the acquisition of audiovisual materials, it plays a vital role in 

upholding ASM’s responsibilities and adherence to stated Public Performance Rights (PPR).  

Purpose 
The Acsenda School of Management Library supports all copyright laws within the jurisdiction it operates. Toward this aim, the Library 
participates in both the Education and Entertainment licenses from Criterion Pictures and Audio Cine Films) that arrange Canadian 
Public Performance Rights (PPR) for many videos.  Links to Criterion Pictures and Audio Cine Films title search for which ASM has PPR 
can be found in the Appendices section of this policy.  
 
These licenses allow students, faculty, and staff to show media, produced by any of these studios and show them in a classroom setting 
or on campus without contravening copyright. 
 
Students, faculty, and staff may show videos produced by any of these studios that have been rented from a retail store. 
 
Students, faculty, and staff may also show personal copies of purchased videos produced by any of these studios in class. 

Scope   
This policy applies to the special features of all audio-visual formats existing and possibly existing in the future. ASM abides by and 
upholds all reasonable and technically feasible standards of copyright and fair access and use. ASM must uphold Canadian copyright 
law and abide by the terms and conditions in licenses. Ignorance of the law is not a defence. 

Policy   
• According to the Copyright Board of Canada, the copyright owner of a video holds the rights to its use, such as performance, 

communication, or reproduction. 

• Acsenda School of Management is considered a public performance site and as such requires that all visual materials screened 
on campus comply with the Canadian Copyright Act and ASM’s Public Performance Rights Policy.  

• ASM Librarians must search for public performance rights for all audio-visual materials intended to show on ASM property. 
Please ask the Library for assistance with general copyright searching.  

• Canadian public performance rights videos have been produced for sale with the copyright owner's permission for public 
viewing in Canada. Whenever possible, audiovisual items purchased by ASM are purchased with Canadian Public Performance 
Rights and licensed for use in ASM classrooms, libraries, etc. 

• Home Use videos have been produced for sale with the copyright owner's permission for viewing in individual homes. These 
videos may not be shown or screened in schools, universities, libraries, or public places unless permission has been given. 
However, ASM has negotiated site licences with Audio Cine Films (ACF)and Criterion to enable many Home Use feature films 
to be viewed on campus. As movies covered by these licences vary from time to time, ASM Library needs to verify public 
performance rights prior to these items being used in the classroom, library, etc. 

• Home Use videos or videos without Canadian Public Performance Rights held in Departmental or Instructor's personal 
collections may not be shown on campus unless permission for public use has been obtained. ASM Library can provide 
assistance in searching for permission to show these items in classrooms, etc. 

http://www.cb-cda.gc.ca/info/act-e.html
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• Home Use videos not covered by ASM site licences may require permission and the payment of a fee to be used in classrooms, 
library viewing, etc. Fees can be prohibitive and rights cannot always be obtained. 

• ASM Library supports teaching and learning at ASM, the licensing of audiovisual resources does not extend to non-ASM 
members or other external groups.  

• In those circumstances where wide access cannot be negotiated, any restrictions on access will be noted in the catalogue 
record and/or on the item for materials in the library’s collections. 

• ASM Library reserves the right to withhold acquiring items with limited or unreasonably expensive performance rights.  

• Direct licensing questions and problems to the ASM Librarians.  

Where possible, ASM Library will request from publishers/distributors written confirmation of all licensing agreements and will 
maintain files of licenses. These will be scanned and stored in an online database of licensing agreements.  

As commercial feature films and streaming media typically do not come with PPR, they need to be covered by an annual site licence 
with one of the two major Canadian distributors of feature films, Criterion Pictures and Audio Cine Films, Inc. The studios or producers 
whose work is covered by the site licences can be found by following the foregoing links. If the video is produced by a studio covered 
by ASM’s site licence, it may be shown legally on ASM property; however, the screening must be reported to the ASM Library. The 
videos must be legal copies and can be rented, purchased, borrowed, or personal copies. 

 Most streaming services (including but not limited to Netflix, Disney+, Google Play, Crave TV, Amazon Prime and iTunes) are not 
covered by any of the current PPR licensees. These are meant for private home use only and accounts are considered personal in 
nature and cannot be extended to third party organizations including educational institutions. Their terms of use explicitly prohibit 
public performances, and the prohibition applies to all film and other programing contained therein.  

There are a few streaming services which allow educational use. Please contact ASM Library for more information on these.  

The Copyright Act applies even if: 

• Films are rented, purchased or personally owned; 

• Films are only partially shown, e.g., just "clips"; 

• Films are shown within a non-profit, educational context; 

• Films are shown to small groups. 

Many people can be held accountable when the Copyright Act is violated: those showing the audiovisual material and/or ASM may be 
subject to substantial civil and criminal penalties, which can include hefty fines, imprisonment, or both. 

Definitions 
These definitions apply to terms as they are used in this policy. 

Word/Term Definition 
Public Performance Rights 

(PPR) 

Under the Copyright Act any viewing or exhibition of a video in a public place (schools are considered 

public places) must have Public Performance Rights. P.P.R. rights can be added into the cost of the 

video at the time of purchase. Written confirmation of permission must be obtained from the 

copyright holder and kept on file. 

Multimedia  Includes multimedia in streaming or any other digital format. 

Copyright All works are protected under the Canadian Copyright Act. Works cannot be edited, copied, or 

modified in any manner nor can they be exhibited by broadcast, webcast, closed-circuit transmission, 

or satellite without the express written permission from the copyright holder. All other rights not 

expressively mentioned herein are reserved.  

Related Legislations 
• Copyright Act 

• Canadian Criminal Code 

http://www.criterionpic.com/
http://www.acf-film.com/en/index.php
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• Copyrights in Canada are under the responsibility of the Federal Government, and all aspects of the Law are handled by the 

Copyright Board of Canada 

• Additional investigative, legal, and piracy issues are handled by the Canadian Motion Picture Distributors Association 

(CMPDA) 

Related Policy 
Policy Number Policy Title 
6001 Library Collection Development Policy 

6006 Copyright 

Responsibilities 
ASM staff, faculty, and students are responsible for abiding by and upholding all reasonable and technically feasible standards of 

copyright and fair access and use of multimedia materials. 

All ASM staff, faculty, and students are responsible for reporting the following information in writing to the ASM Library prior to the 
media being used in the classroom or in an ASM event: 

1. Instructor name / Event co-ordinator 
2. Course number and course name / Name of event the film is being shown in 
3. Campus 
4. Date played 
5. Film title 
6. Studio distributing the film 

Procedures 
Rules of Multimedia Use at ASM 
The following rules shall apply to all instances of multimedia use on ASM property.  All staff, faculty, and students are responsible for 
reporting the following information in writing to the ASM Library prior to the media being used in the classroom or in an ASM event: 

1. Instructor name / Event co-ordinator 
2. Course number and course name / Name of event the film is being shown in 
3. Campus 
4. Date played 
5. Film title 
6. Studio distributing the film 

Many people can be held accountable when the Copyright Act is violated: those showing the audiovisual material and/or ASM may 
be subject to substantial civil and criminal penalties, which can include heavy fines, imprisonment, or both. 

For frequently asked questions about copyright rules concerning the use of non-print material in educational environments, please 
refer to the following resources: 

• Criterion Pictures Title Search - http://www.criterionpic.com/cpl/qsearch.htx    

• Audio Cine Films (ACF) Title Search - http://www.acf-film.com/en/index.php   
 
Please contact the ASM Library regarding any remaining questions regarding PPR. 

 

  

http://www.cb-cda.gc.ca/societies-societes/index-e.html
http://www.cmpda.ca/
http://www.cmpda.ca/
http://www.criterionpic.com/cpl/qsearch.htx
http://www.acf-film.com/en/index.php

