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Policy Statement

Institutions must ensure suitable health supports are available and accessible for all students®. Under the Medicare Protection Act,
enrolment with Medical Services Plan (MSP) is mandatory for all eligible residents and their dependents. International students in B.C.
with a study permit valid for six months or more are deemed residents of B.C. and expected to register for MSP2. Before health-care
coverage begins for new residents in B.C., there is a wait period consisting of the balance of the month that residency is established,
plus two months. International students should carry private insurance until this wait period ends and provincial coverage begins?.
New students at Acsenda School of Management (ASM) will automatically be enrolled into a medical coverage plan for 90 days on the
first day of their first term if they do not provide proof of MSP coverage and opt out of the program. If at any time the student is able
to provide proof of coverage, they may apply to the broker to stop their coverage and the broker will be responsible for refunding any
unused premiums.

Purpose

All students need proper medical insurance when studying in Canada. Therefore, it is important that Acsenda provide information to
International students who may not be familiar with where they can obtain coverage. This policy is to ensure that all students have
medical coverage.

Scope
This policy applies to all ASM students.

Policy

Opt Out

If students have already acquired medical insurance coverage (e.g., have MSP coverage, are covered under a parent's or spouse's
plan), they can opt out of the plan by providing a copy of the MSP-BC card or MSP coverage letter to the Registrar’s Office at time of
registration. Students are expected to submit their application for BC Medical Coverage (MSP) before the end of their first term of
study.

Calendar Copy
Acsenda School of Management requires that all students have valid medical insurance coverage while studying at the school.

Residents of British Columbia are required to have medical insurance under the BC Medical Services Plan.
Canadian students from other provinces may be able to maintain medical coverage from their home province.

International students and those who have recently moved to BC have a three-month waiting period and must obtain private medical
insurance during this time before they can apply for MSP. International students are responsible for obtaining their own medical

! International Education Code of Practice 2021

2 https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/accessing-health-care/health-fee-international-students
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insurance but they can obtain information and guidance from the Admissions Officer. Applications for Medical Services Plan of BC can
be found on the website: https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/health-drug-coverage/msp

Definition
These definitions apply to terms as they are used in this policy.
Word/Term Definition
MSP BC Medical Services Plan British Columbia
Responsibilities

Student Services Department is responsible for ensuring that students understand this policy.
Registrar’s Office is responsible for confirming this policy in writing in the Letter of Acceptance.

Students are responsible for making sure that the suggested insurance is the appropriate coverage for their needs.
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Procedures

1. Applicants will be notified of the mandatory medical insurance coverage in their Letter of Acceptance.
2. Once accepted, students must sign their Enrolment Contract which contains a policy on medical insurance. By way of

signing, students confirm their understanding of the policy.

3. Attime of registration, if students are unable to provide proof of MSP-BC medical coverage, the amount of 3 months of

coverage will be collected and identified on their invoice.

4. The student’s information will then be submitted to the insurance underwriter on the 1% day of the term.
5. Students are required to make sure that the suggested insurance is the appropriate coverage for their needs.
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