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This guide is a resource for students on how to find housing in the Vancouver area, and 

some special information about how to self-isolate after arriving home from travelling when you 

live in a home with other family members or friends. 

 

 It provides information about how you can  care for yourself and protect those that you 

live with, especially those who are the most vulnerable. If you have further questions about the 

information in this guide, please contacts student_services@acsenda.com. Also visit the 

housing section on the LearnLiveBC webssite. 
 

 

https://www.learnlivebc.ca/live/housing-options


 

Where to Live in Vancouver 

 

Vancouver is a relatively safe city, and most parts of the city would be fine to live 

with exception to some parts of the downtown east side (near Main Street and Hastings 

Street).  

The greater Vancouver region covers a large area which is immediately 

surrounded by the municipalities of North and West Vancouver, Burnaby, New 

Westminster and Richmond. These are all within Zone’s 1 and 2 in the transportation 

system and generally will be within a 45-minute commute radius. The municipalities of 

Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta are in the Zone 3 area and the commute one 

way will often exceed one hour. While many people commute daily form municipalities 

beyond Zone 3 such as Langley, Cloverdale, Maple Ridge, Abbotsford, White Rock or 

Mission, you may find these very challenging, especially if you are taking evening classes. 

The city has a good public transportation system. However, choosing where to live 

with respect to commuting time is important. Acsenda School of Management is located 

near the Burrard Station in downtown Vancouver which is a stop on most of the major 

bus routes serving the downtown area. It is also close to all Skytrain lines. Therefore, it is 

important to consider your transportation options when looking for a place to live. The 

further away from campus you are, the more transportation you may need to 

consider. Aside from the Skytrain, there are also many buses to provide 

transportation around Vancouver. Please check out https://www.translink.ca/ to see 

all bus schedules, routes, and destinations.  
 

https://www.translink.ca/


 

Housing Options 

Disclaimer: Acsenda School of Management expressly disclaims any and all 

responsibility for the quality, safety or features of the properties, or any problems 

that may arise in connection with use of the service or disputes between landlords 
and tenants. Be careful when searching for a house. Read the ways to avoid 

potential scams 

Apartments, Shared Accommodation, Roommate Finder 

You can get your own apartment or share a place with another person. 

Vancouver has many neighborhoods offering different advantages to students. For 
more information, we recommend using OCH101, where students can review a 

variety of types of property, post a personal profile, and search for potential 

roommates. 

 
OFF Campus Housing 

OCH101 – Off Campus Housing 101  

Off-Campus Housing 101 is offered as a courtesy to Acsenda School of 

Management students looking for housing options. The listing of rental 

units on this site is a service to local rental property owners and to Acsenda 

School of Management students. Rental property owners are solely 

responsible for reporting information fairly and accurately. 

Facebook Market Place 

The "property to rent" category of Facebook Market place offers an 

opportunity to search for houses. There are options to search for rooms, 

apartments, and family homes. 

YWCA Hotel 

Puspa Affandi 

733 Beatty Street, 
Vancouver BC 
V6B2M4        

Tel: 604 895 5832 
 

The YWCA hotel is committed to providing accommodations for students in need 
while in Vancouver. This hotel is very close to campus and offers long-term and 
short-term rentals. 

 
 

https://acsenda.och101.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/115381681808519/propertyrentals/?sort=BEST_MATCH
https://ywcavan.org/hotel


 

Craigslist 
Craigslist is a website where you can search for houses, buy furniture, 

and look for  jobs.  

 
Diggz 
Diggz is a completely free of charge roommate finder. Students can post their 
room for rent or listing to find a roommate free of charge. 
 

 

HOMESTAY 

 

Many international students enjoy the opportunity to live with a family and share in 
the rich and rewarding experiences of Canadian home life. Students can choose 
from a variety of locations in the city and different types of homestay plans. 
Homestay is a great option to help you get settled in Vancouver. 

In a homestay, you will have a private bedroom in the home of a family. Generally, 
you will join the family for breakfast and dinner and have lunch to take to school. 
Arrangements vary between families with regard to joining in family activities and 
the number of meals. Homestay is a very affordable living option and will cost about 
$800/month (price may vary depending on meal arrangements). 

 

Acsenda School of Management works with Hiba Education Services which offers 
quality homestay, airport transportation, and monitored custodial guardianship 
services to address the unique needs of international students.  

The placement fee is $150, Airport Pickup is $150, Monthly fees including three 
meals is $1050, Monthly fees including two meals is $950. Both fees include WiFi 
and laundry. All payments accepted by cash and PayPal only. 

 

 Payment accepted directly to HBA Najeb (WhatsApp: +17783209231). 

 You will need to provide: 

 *Copy of passport. 

 *Email. 

 *WhatsApp number. 

 

RESIDENCE STYLE AND SHORT TERM ACCOMODATION 

 

There are several affordable accommodation options available not too far from the 
Acsenda’s campus. These places are suitable for either a short term stay while you 
settle in, or for longer stays if you want. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vancouver.craigslist.org/search/apa
https://www.diggz.co/
https://acsenda.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HibaEducation/


 

GEC STUDENT RESIDENCES IN VANCOUVER 

 

GEC offers safe, secure and comfortable accommodations to international and 
domestic students, while they live and study in Vancouver, BC, Canada. GEC has a 
variety of locations throughout the city. 

 

Each location provides single and shared accommodation complete with kitchen 
facilities. GEC Viva is currently the closest residence building to our campus.  

 

For a complete range of accommodation options and current prices, please visit the 
GEC website at gecliving.com or email reservations@gecliving.com for more 
information. 

 

YWCA HOTEL/RESIDENCE 

 

One of the finest “Y” accommodation facilities in North America offers a warm 
welcome to students and is a comfortable, safe, and affordable place to stay at the 
heart of downtown’s arts and entertainment scene. Accommodation is available for 
both male and female students. Residence rates (30 days or more) are available 
from September – May. During June, July and August, weekly rates are available. 

 

Single and double rooms are available, with a choice of semi-private or hall 
bathrooms. All rooms are air-conditioned and equipped with a mini-fridge, TV, 
desk, telephone, vanity area and shelving unit. Three large guest kitchens, lounge 
area and coin-operated laundry facilities are also available, and free WIFI is 
available throughout the hotel. 

 

For more information, please visit their website at www.ywcahotel.com or email 
at hotel@ywcavan.org 

 

HOSTELLING INTERNATIONAL 

 

HI-Vancouver Central 

 

HI-Vancouver Central is located on Granville Street, the core of Vancouver’s 
downtown. The hostel is conveniently located near bars, restaurants and great 
shopping, and only a few blocks from Granville Skytrain station and Vancouver City 
Centre station. It is the perfect home base while you explore Vancouver. The hostel 
has various room types to suit all tastes and budgets, without compromising on 
security or cleanliness. There are two-person and four-person multi- share rooms 
and private ensuite rooms with cable TV are available. The multi-share rooms are 
available in gender-specific or co-ed rooms. 

 

HI-Vancouver Central also has a TV room and lounge area which are great for 
talking to other guests and making new friends. They also offer free breakfast and 

https://gecliving.com/
mailto:reservations@gecliving.com
https://ywcavan.org/hotel
mailto:hotel@ywcavan.org
http://www.hihostels.ca/vancouvercentral


 

free Wi-Fi access throughout the hostel. Reception is open 24 hours and all linens 
and towels are provided. 

 

Please visit www.hihostels.ca/vancouvercentral for further information. 

 

HI-Vancouver Downtown 

 

HI-Vancouver Downtown is located in the safe and beautiful West End residential 
neighborhood, one block from vibrant Davie St, with its many shops, restaurants 
and cafes. The hostel is easily accessible from the downtown core and close to public 
transit. Each multi- share room consists of two bunk beds that sleep four people. 

There are also private rooms available if you do not want to share with other guests. 
This location also offers a free breakfast buffet in the dining area and has free Wi-Fi 
access throughout the hostel. 

 

HI-Vancouver Downtown has a TV room, a games room, a library, and lots of 
common areas to meet fellow travelers and guests. There is a large self-catering 
kitchen where guests can prepare and cook their own meals, which is fantastic for 
those on a budget.  

 

HI-Vancouver Downtown reception is open 24 hours, and the hostel requires secure 
key access to get into each room. For further information on HI-Vancouver 
Downtown please visit www.hihostels.ca/vancouverdowntown 

 

APARTMENTS, SHARED ACCOMMODATION, ROOMMATE FINDER 

 

You can get your own apartment or share a place with another person. Vancouver 
has many neighborhoods offering different advantages to students. For more 
information we recommend using OCH101, where students can review a variety of 
types of property, post a personal profile, and search for potential roommates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hihostels.ca/vancouvercentral
http://www.hihostels.ca/vancouverdowntown
http://www.hihostels.ca/vancouverdowntown


 

WEBSITES FOR HOUSING OPTIONS 

 

Acsenda Off Campus Housing 
(OCH101) 

https://acsenda.och101.com 

Facebook Market Place https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/va
ncouver/propertyrentals 

Craigslist https://vancouver.craigslist.org/d/housing/s
earch/hhh 

Kijiji https://www.kijiji.ca/b-apartments-
condos/greater-vancouver- 
area/house/c37l80003a29276001 

Zumper https://www.zumper.com/houses-for-
rent/vancouver-bc 

Liv. Rent https://liv.rent/rental-
listings/city/vancouver 

Pad Mapper https://www.padmapper.com/apartments/v
ancouver-bc 

Zillow https://www.zillow.com/vancouver-
bc/apartments/ 

 

 

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE RENTING 

 

 Renting is a legal agreement between a landlord and a tenant. This is commonly 

referred to as a tenancy. 

 Rent is the money a renter, or tenant, pays to their landlord on a regular basis – 

usually once per month. 

 Rent covers the cost of different things at different places, so always ask yourself 

– what is included in the rent? 

 Planning ahead by making a budget is the best way to determine how much rent 

you can afford.  

 You need to identify your rental needs and preferences in order to find the place 

that’s right for you.  

 Consider your unique rental requirements – such as smoking, roommates, pets, 

or accessibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://acsenda.och101.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/vancouver/propertyrentals
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/vancouver/propertyrentals
https://vancouver.craigslist.org/d/housing/search/hhh
https://vancouver.craigslist.org/d/housing/search/hhh
https://www.kijiji.ca/b-apartments-condos/greater-vancouver-area/house/c37l80003a29276001
https://www.kijiji.ca/b-apartments-condos/greater-vancouver-area/house/c37l80003a29276001
https://www.kijiji.ca/b-apartments-condos/greater-vancouver-area/house/c37l80003a29276001
https://www.zumper.com/houses-for-rent/vancouver-bc
https://www.zumper.com/houses-for-rent/vancouver-bc
https://liv.rent/rental-listings/city/vancouver
https://liv.rent/rental-listings/city/vancouver
https://www.padmapper.com/apartments/vancouver-bc
https://www.padmapper.com/apartments/vancouver-bc
https://www.zillow.com/vancouver-bc/apartments/
https://www.zillow.com/vancouver-bc/apartments/


 

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO RENT 

 

 Make sure you are covered by BC’s Residential Tenancy Act, which provides 

renters with important protections. 

 There are different types of rental units, and it is important to understand how 

your rights and responsibilities change depending on the housing you live in. 

 Be resourceful when searching for rental housing. Try using both online and in-

person approaches. 

 When you find a place that interests you, contact the landlord to ask some basic 

questions and book a viewing. 

 Whenever possible, visit a potential rental unit and meet the landlord before 

signing a tenancy agreement or paying a security deposit. 

 When attending viewings, be sure to make a good impression and get the 

information you need to make a well-informed decision. 

 

RENTAL APPLICATIONS 

 

  Some properties are rented on a first-come, first-served basis. Be prepared to 

submit complete, accurate and legible application forms on the spot. 

 When attending viewings, remember to bring your references, cover letter, credit 

check, pet resume, and certificate of completion from this course. 

 Landlords are not allowed to charge application fees 

 There are privacy rules that limit the personal information a landlord can ask for 

and collect. 

 Landlords must treat you fairly. They are not allowed to discriminate based on 

race, color, religion, sexual orientation, etc. 

 

TENANCY AGREEMENT 

 

 A tenancy agreement is a legal contract between you and the landlord. 

 Verbal tenancies are covered by the Residential Tenancy Act, but not 

recommended. It is best to have a written tenancy agreement containing all the 

standard terms required by law. 

 Your landlord cannot make you sign an agreement that avoids or contracts out of 

the law. 

 There are some very important terms to consider when negotiating a tenancy 

agreement 

o Tenancy period (month-to-month or fixed-term) 

o How much rent is 

o What’s included in the rent 

o Fees 



 

 

WHAT IS MY RIGHT AS A TENANT? 

 

 Quiet enjoyment gives tenants the right to reasonable privacy, freedom from 

unreasonable disturbances, exclusive use of their rental unit, and use of common 

areas for reasonable purposes. In order to legally enter a rental unit, landlords 

must provide tenants with written notice no less than 24 hours, and no more than 

30 days, before entering. This notice must state the date, the time (between 8am 

and 9pm) and a reasonable reason for entry. 

 Tenants are allowed to have guests visit, and even stay overnight. However, the 

behavior of those guests and the length of their stay must be reasonable. 

 Tenants and landlords are not allowed to intimidate, threaten, or harass each 

other, or other tenants. 

 

PAYING RENT 

 

 Paying rent is one of a tenant’s most important responsibilities. 

 In most cases, you are not legally allowed to withhold rent when your landlord 

breaks the law. 

 If you are late paying rent, you may be issued a 10 Day Eviction Notice for Non-

Payment of Rent. 

 If you won’t be able to pay your full rent on time, prioritize your rent over other 

expenses, ask for a loan, contact a Rent Bank (Vancouver, Surrey, Kamloops), or 

speak to a legal advocate about a crisis supplement. 

 Landlords can raise rent once every 12 months by a set percentage, as long as they 

give tenants three months’ notice using the proper form. 

 
AVOIDING RENTAL SCAMS 

 
Rental scams vary but here are two of the more common scenarios: 

 
A scammer poses as a landlord and says they are out of the country and require a 
deposit on the rental. Once the money is paid, usually through a money transfer, the 
new tenant discovers there is not actually a rental.      
 
A scammer has somehow obtained access to a property or place. They pose as a 
landlord / property manager and show the victim the property. They then request 
an immediate down payment to secure the property and inform the victim they can 
move in later. On the move-in date, the victim arrives only to discover it wasn’t 
actually a rental and there have been other victims as well. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
RED FLAGS AND TIPS FOR FINDING HOUSING 

 
 
Is the price too good to be true? 
Check rental rates in the same area. Often fraudsters will try to entice their victims 
with low prices to elicit multiple victims. 
 
Are they just communicating with you via email? 
Fraudsters will not want to meet their victims in person to avoid being recognized 
and investigated by police. 
 
Are they asking for cash only or a cash security deposit? 
Cash is untraceable and can be used immediately. 
 
Are they asking for money to be wired? 
Once money is wired, it is extremely difficult to cancel the transaction. Also, money 
transfers are difficult to trace. 
 
Have you seen the place and walked around with the property manager 
or owner? 
Never rent a place that you have not been inside and walked around. 
 
Are they asking for personal information such as a SIN, bank account, 
credit card numbers? 
That information is not required to rent a place. 
 
Are they the landowner or property manager? 
Only the landowner and property manager have the authority to rent out a place 
(there are exceptions to this rule however, it is rare). 
 
Ask the neighbors about the landowner and history of the property. 
Neighbors are a great source of information regarding the owner and property. They 
can often confirm who the owner or property manager is. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

More resources 
 
 

 
Rent it Right BC https://www.rentingitright.ca/ 
Residential Tenancy Act http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/c

omplete 
/statreg/02078_01 

Residential Tenancy Regulation http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/I
D/freesid e/10_477_2003 

Tenant Survival Guide http://tenants.bc.ca/?s=survival+guide 

Vancouver Police Department https://vancouver.ca/police/crime-
prevention/for- individuals/preventing-
fraud.html 

Craigslist Avoiding Scam https://www.craigslist.org/about/scams 

 

Other considerations  

 

Schools 

 

The British Columbia public elementary and secondary systems are very good, and you 
have your choice of areas to choose from. Children of students who are on a study 
permit, pursuing an approved degree (which includes Acsenda’s) will be able to enroll in 
the local public-school system without having to pay international student fees. The 
school year normally runs from September – June, and many secondary schools are on 
a semester system, so there are intakes in September and January. The schools are very 
used to dealing with internationals students. 

 
For more information about elementary and secondary schools please see the 
LearnLiveBC Website 
 
 
Healthcare 
 
It may be important for you or your family to access medical care and services, such as a 
dentist, doctor, pediatrician, or others. If this is the case, HealthLink BC is a useful website 
for locating health services provided by the provincial government, provincial health 
authorities, and non-profit agencies across the province. You can search for walk-in 
clinics, emergency rooms, hospitals, mental health programs, home care programs, 
pharmacy services, laboratory services, and more.  
 
You can access their website here https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-services/search-
services-your-area  
 

https://rentingitright.ca/
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/404-BClaws.html
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/404-BClaws.html
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/404-BClaws.html
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/404-BClaws.html
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/404-BClaws.html
http://tenants.bc.ca/?s=survival%2Bguide
https://vancouver.ca/police/crime-prevention/for-individuals/preventing-fraud.html
https://vancouver.ca/police/crime-prevention/for-individuals/preventing-fraud.html
https://vancouver.ca/police/crime-prevention/for-individuals/preventing-fraud.html
https://vancouver.ca/police/crime-prevention/for-individuals/preventing-fraud.html
https://www.craigslist.org/about/scams
https://www.learnlivebc.ca/learn/about-education-in-british-columbia#k12
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-services/search-services-your-area
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-services/search-services-your-area


 

 
General Accessibility and Wellbeing 
 
 
When moving to Vancouver, Canada, it is important that you take time to adjust to your 
new environment, and find a comfortable routine, as well as learn more about what the 
locals partake in and where the best places to eat, shop, and socialize with friends may 
be. This guide by Moving2Canada can help you to answer some of the important 
questions about Vancouver before you research your adopted city further. 
 
Check out their website here for more information:  https://moving2canada.com/living-in-
vancouver/ 
 

https://moving2canada.com/living-in-vancouver/
https://moving2canada.com/living-in-vancouver/
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